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Timely Tips 
Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Spring-Calving Cows 
- Limited creep feeding can prepare calves for the weaning process since they can become accustomed 

to eating dry feed.  This will especially benefit those calves which you are going to keep for a short 
postweaning period – like the CPH-45 program.  It’s time to start planning the marketing of this year’s 
calf crop. 

- Begin evaluating calves for herd replacements – or culling.  Each time you put them through the chute 
you can evaluate them for several traits, including their disposition. 

- When planning the preweaning working, consult with your veterinarian for advice on animal health 
products and procedures.  Some procedures which can be done now are pregnancy checking cows 
(which will allow time to make culling decisions prior to weaning time), and blood testing cows for 
herd certification.  The remainder of the work, like booster shots, can be done at weaning time. 

- Stresses associated with weaning can be minimized by spreading-out other activities commonly 
associated with weaning – like vaccinations, deworming and, perhaps, castration and dehorning (which 
should have already been done!).  Therefore, this month is a good time to do a “preweaning” working 
of cows and calves. 

 
Fall-Calving Cows 
- If moisture conditions are favorable plan to fertilize and stockpile fescue for winter pasture. 
- Watch for those calves which may come early and be prepared to care for them. 
- Fall-calving should start this month.  Get your eartags ready.  Cows should be moved to a clean, 

accessible pasture and be watched closely.  Tag calves soon after they are born and record dam ID and 
calf birthdate, etc.  Castration is less stressful when performed on young animals and calves which are 
intended for feeders can be implanted now, too. 
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- Move cows to best quality fall pasture after calving.  Stockpiled fescue should be available to these 
cows in November-December to meet their nutritional needs for milking and rebreeding. 

- Start planning now for the breeding season.  If using AI, order supplies, plan matings and order semen 
now. 

 
Stockers 
- Feed prices are looking more favorable this year and cattle prices are holding up – due to an expected 

bumper crop of grain. 
- Calves to be backgrounded through the winter can be purchased soon.  A good source is Kentucky 

preconditioned (CPH-45) calves which are immunized and have been preweaned and “boostered”. 
- Plan your receiving program.  Weanling calves undergo a great deal of stress associated with weaning, 

hauling, marketing, and wide fluctuations in environmental temperature at this time of year.  Plan a 
program which avoids stale cattle, get calves consuming water and high quality feed rapidly.  Guard 
against respiratory diseases and other health problems. 

 
General 
- Consider nitrogen application to fescue pastures for stockpiling early this month and allow them to 

grow and accumulate until November, or when other sources of grazing have been used up - so that 
grazing may be extended and feeding can be delayed.  To make best use of this pasture, put fall calvers 
or thin spring-calvers on this pasture and strip graze.  Consider seeding of winter animals in pastures 
which were damaged by drought. 

- Plan the winter feeding program.  Take forage samples of hay which you will feed this winter.  Request 
protein and TDN analysis so that supplemental feed needs may be estimated.  Don’t wait until you run 
out of feed in February to purchase extra feed.  Plan to minimize hay storage and feeding losses 
because feed is too expensive to waste. 

- Don’t graze sorghum or sudan pastures between the first frost and a definite killing frost because of the 
danger of prussic acid poisoning.  Johnsongrass in stalk fields can also be a problem after a light frost.  
Grazing can resume after the sorghum-type grasses have undergone a killing frost and dried up. 

 
No Apologies Necessary! 
Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Seems like everyone that I run into wants to remind me of how expensive beef is in the supermarket.  I 
understand, but at least the cow-calf producers are getting a piece of the pie.  We’ve been through a lot of 
years when cattle prices were so cheap that cattlemen, especially cow-calf producers, could barely survive.  
One astute cattleman, Nicky Baker of Fredonia, told me that he didn’t think it necessary to apologize for 
being able to make a little money now, since there have been so many years when the cow-calf business 
wasn’t profitable at all.  No apologies necessary, my friends! 
 
I finished at UK in 1974 when we were on the other extreme of the cattle numbers.  Cattle numbers had 
peaked and calf prices had plummeted.  Three-hundred pound calves were fetching 25¢ a pound.  That’s 
right, $75 for a calf.  I remember one person telling me that he wasn’t going to own a cow as long as he 
could buy calves for seventy-five dollars.  Couldn’t keep a cow a year for that!  In fact, there have been 
many years when the other segments of the industry could “cannibalize” the cow-calf producers.  
Backgrounders and feedlots could depend on cow-calf producers to keep supplying them with cheap 
calves, sometimes less than the cost of production.  I remember times when things looked so bleak for 
cow-calf producers that I just referred to cows as “biological bush hogs” to justify their existence. 



 
 

But things are different now.  Finally.  Drought conditions in the southwest, aging producers exiting the 
business and urban encroachment have all led to a shortage of cows and that means feeder calves are in 
short supply.  The cow-calf producer is in a good position now, for a change.   
 
In fact, this would be a very good time to put some money back into your operation, make needed 
improvements and, perhaps, just enjoy this business that has been a little rough at times.  Look for 
potential cull animals to market while prices are high.  If they aren’t making you any money now, they 
never will. 
 
Maybe we’ll see you at Beef Bash 2014.  I hope so.  We will have more commercial vendors than ever 
with the latest products for improving your cattle operations.  We will have bus tours, wagon tours, 
walking tours – or you can sit on a bale of straw and visit with other producers from around this great state.  
Your choice.  Come on out and let’s celebrate the good times.  No apologies necessary!  For more 
information about Beef Bash 2014 go to:  www.facebook.com/KyBeefIRM 
 
Beef Bash 2014 
Blair Knight, Beef Extension Associate, University of Kentucky 
 
The 4th biennial Beef Bash will be this year on September 25th.  Just like in the past we have lots of 
demonstrations along with commercial and educational exhibits. We will have over 8  tour stops that will 
run from 9:00am to 3:00pm.  At noon everyone will meet under the big tent to enjoy lunch where we will 
have 2 speakers,  Dean Nancy Cox and John Paterson, NCBA Executive Director of Producer Education. 
Throughout the day we will be giving away door prizes. I have attached 2 flyers. Feel free to help us 
advertise! 

 
 
Come spend the day with us! 



 
 

Overseeding Pastures in Kentucky 
Dr. Ray Smith, Forage Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Forage establishment techniques can vary widely depending upon forage species, location, soil type, 
pasture situation and intended use.  Using good establishment techniques are essential to achieving good, 
high yielding forage stands. Here are some considerations for forage establishment.  
 
Overseeding vs. Complete Re-Establishment 
 
Pasture quality can be greatly improved by overseeding an existing pasture to thicken stands and improve 
forage diversity.  Overseeding an existing pasture does not remove productive grasses, costs less in 
herbicides, seed and equipment use and requires less rest between seeding and grazing compared to 
complete re-establishment.  Successful complete re-establishment will result in the greatest improvement 
of pastures.  
 
Generally speaking, complete re-establishment is recommended when more than 50% of the pasture is 
undesirable.  Undesirable plants can include weeds, particularly noxious or difficult to control weeds, low 
productivity grasses and grasses with anti-quality components, such as KY 31 tall fescue. Re-
establishment should only be considered when proper time and resources can be devoted to pasture 
improvement.  
 
The following 6 points are important to successfully establishing cool season grasses, whether overseeding 
or complete re-establishment.  
 
1) Soil Fertility 

 
Ensuring proper soil fertility is the key to successful establishment.  Apply lime and fertilizers according to 
soil test recommendations to optimize plant growth and establishment success.  Tillage will help to further 
incorporate soil amendments and reduce runoff.  
 
2) Seed Quality and Variety 

 
High-quality seed has high rates of germination and is free of contaminants.  Select a variety that has been 
proven to be a top performer under your location’s conditions. Some situations will favor high yielding 
varieties while others will benefit from good seedling vigor, grazing tolerance or winter survival.  The 
University of Kentucky performs forage variety testing for many forages.  Results are available 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/ForageVarietyTrials2.htmat  
 
3) Seeding Rate 

 
Seeding more seed than needed will increase the cost of seeding without improving the stand.  Low 
seeding rates will result in thin stands and encourage weed encroachment. When seeding mixtures, be sure 
that more aggressive forages such as ryegrass are in smaller quantities (10-15%) to prevent shading and 
competition with slower growing perennial forages like tall fescue and orchardgrass.   
 
4) Seeding Method 

 



 
 

Forages can be successfully established with a variety of planters and planting techniques. The majority of 
forages require shallow seed placement (1/4-1/2 inch). Cultipacker-seeders and drills with accurate seed 
depth adjustment are best for small seeded species. Broadcasting of small seeded species can be successful 
into a tilled seedbed if a cultipacker is used to cover and firm the surface soil afterwards. Broadcasting 
followed by light disking is risky and can result in seed covered too deeply. If broadcasting is used, the 
seeding rate should be increased 15-25 percent to help compensate for seed placed too deep for emergence. 
For small seeded forage species, the cultipacker-seeder is generally superior to the drill for getting good 
stands.  
 
5) Control Competition 

 
Attaining adequate weed suppression and/or control is essential to successful forage establishment. Many 
competitive weeds establish much faster than the planted forage crop. As such, they may rob the desired 
forage plants of needed soil moisture and sunlight for growth and survival. There should be a weed control 
plan for every forage planting. In many cases, it will be desirable to apply a pre-emergent or post-emergent 
herbicide, depending upon the forage/weed species involved. In some situations, adequate weed 
suppression can be attained by reducing or eliminating starter nitrogen fertilizer, and/or by frequent close 
mowing.  
 
6) Rest 
Grazing newly seeded pastures is another major cause of stand failure.  Wait several months (6-8 months is 
ideal) for the pasture to become well established before grazing.    It is recommended to allow enough time 
for the stand to mature, and then take one hay cutting, or one quick grazing, before adding the pasture back 
into your grazing system. 
 
Pasture Renovation 
 
There are several methods that do not require tillage for renovation of tough grasses such as tall fescue. 
One is generally referred to as the spray-smoother-spray method. For example, an old KY 31 fescue stand 
can be sprayed out in the early spring with one or two applications of glyphosate and then no-till planted 
with a summer annual crop like pearl millet or sorghum sudangrass. The summer crop is harvested or 
grazed and the area is sprayed again with glyphosate just prior to replanting a novel endophyte fescue. 
Another technique is to graze or mow the area to keep KY 31 tall fescue from seeding in the spring. 
Continue grazing or mowing throughout the summer. Prior to replanting fescue make two successive 
glyphosate applications at high rates. The first should be 4 to 6 weeks prior planting and the second just 
prior to planting to kill any fescue that survived the first application. Remember that hay brought into the 
field that has been renovated may contain seed of toxic fescue.  
 
For more information on seeding of specific species, visit 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/AGR%2018%20BookletFinal%20Revisions1.pdf or  
 
Picture caption: this pasture contained a high percentage of KY 31 tall fescue and Nimblewill.  It was 
renovated with two applications of glyphosate and reseeded to orchardgrass and Kentucky bluegrass.  
 



 
 

The VetCap® Treatment Method for Horn Fly Control 
Dr. Michelle Arnold, UK Ruminant Extension Veterinarian and Dr. Lee Townsend, UK Extension 
Entomologist 
 
Horn flies cause one of the highest rates of productivity loss in North America; damage to the beef cattle 
industry is estimated at up to $1 billion per year. Each fly takes approximately 30 blood meals per day, 
interrupting grazing and reducing rate of gain. Horn fly control may add an additional 12-20 pounds of 
weight gain per calf over the summer months and reduce weight loss for nursing cows. Various approaches 
have been taken to apply insecticides to cattle systemically and topically for horn fly control since the late 
1940s.  Ease of use, safety, cost effectiveness, and reduced frequency of application, thereby minimizing 
cattle handling and distress, are desirable traits for horn fly control products.  Insecticides have been 
commercialized to treat cattle against horn fly infestations using various formulations and delivery systems 
including sprays, dust bags, backrubbers, ear tags, boluses, injectables, feed-throughs and pour-ons.  This 
gives cattle producers the option of selecting methods that best fit their management practices. 
 
The VetCap® treatment method was developed and patented by SmartVet Pty Ltd (Brisbane, Australia) as 
a way of remotely delivering a metered dosage of pour-on insecticide formulations to grazing livestock 
with minimal stress and no interruption of normal herd behavior and feeding patterns.  The system consists 
of a pressure (liquid CO2) driven launcher or “VetGun™”, and “frangible” soft gel capsules containing 10 
mls of the commercial insecticide CyLence® (active ingredient-1% cyfluthrin) marketed by Bayer Animal 
Health. A VetCap® bullet is almost twice the diameter of a standard recreational paintball and contains 4 
times the volume. The VetGun™ is designed to fire the VetCap®s out to a range of about 30 feet. The 
VetCap® bursts on the cow, releasing its contents; then the formulation goes to work in a similar way to 
pour-on products. The insecticide spreads over much of the animal to protect it against horn flies. The 
VetGun™ and VetCap®s are engineered not to startle cattle, and to minimize any discomfort caused by 
the dosing process. The company suggests offering hay or feed to create a positive association with the 
dosing process as well as to reduce any stress. With most animals there is only a momentary reaction 
before they return to feeding. The entire process can be completed quickly, and with less disruption or 
stress than conventional processes that require cattle to be gathered, yarded or run through a chute. In a 
trial conducted in Texas in the summer of 2009, the gel capsule was applied on one side of the body by 
shooting from 10-15 yards away.  No adverse reactions were noted at impact sites and, aside from skin 
twitching at the site of contact with the soft gel capsules, cattle continued with their normal activity 
immediately after treatment.  Furthermore, animals did not appear to develop negative behavioral 
responses to repeated treatment under field conditions.  The website http://www.smartvet.com/parasite-
control/best-practices.html offers a three step process to acclimate cattle to the noise of the VetGun™ and 
positively condition them to the dosing process. 
 
In a USDA field study comparing horn fly control using Cylence® insecticide in VetCaps® versus 
Cylence® pour-on, the two methods gave about 3 weeks of horn fly reduction compared to an untreated 
herd. However, differences in effectiveness of the product arose due to differences in body weights of the 
treated cattle.  The unit dose of 10ml of the CyLence® preparation per head meant that lightweight cattle 
(under 800 pounds) were overdosed while heavier ones were underdosed with just one capsule. The 
manufacturer recommends one VetCap® to animals weighing over 600 pounds.  
 
VetCap® products should be stored under conditions where relative humidity is kept between 30% and 
50% and temperatures are maintained between 40°F and 70°F. Exposure to humidity reduces the 
VetCap®’s ability to fragment but their condition can normally be restored by placing them for 24 to 72 



 
 

hours in cool & dry conditions where relative humidity is between 20% and 30%.   VetCaps® should 
never be exposed to freezing temperatures during storage, transport or use as this will permanently damage 
them. 
The “bullets” (VetCaps) contain 10 ml of the pyrethroid insecticide lambda-cyhalothrin. The gun costs 
roughly $250 and the “bullets” are about $2.50 each. Compared to Cylence® Pour On (96 fl oz  for 
$85.95), the pour-on insecticide is only $0.30 per dose but this does not include the time, labor, and animal 
stress involved in getting them up for the treatment.  
 
Kentucky’s horn fly season probably requires 2 or 3 applications of either the pour-on or VetCap® for 
adequate control.  There would be very little impact on face flies so some supplementary measure, such as 
a dust bag, would be needed for Kentucky cattle.  Alternatively, insecticide ear tags with one of the 
pyrethroid active ingredients at 2 tags per head would cost about $4.50 per animal. These should work on 
resistant horn flies and give good face fly reduction. 
 

 
 
In summary, The VetCap® horn fly control method avoids unnecessary stress and danger to cattle and 
their handlers, removes the need for animal confinement and the associated risk of injury, and avoids the 
risk of infection or other problems at the skin treatment site.  This method also allows for selective 
treatment of high horn fly carriers in a herd, potentially helping to slow resistance to pyrethroids.  
Drawbacks include expense, lack of face fly control, and underdosing of certain weight classes of cattle.  
The VetCap® method may be expanded in the future to include other types of insecticides or dewormers in 
the capsules and may be used to treat horses, deer and other wildlife species in addition to cattle. 
 
Putting on Pounds 
Dr. Jeff Lehmkuhler, Associate Extension Professor, University of Kentuck 
 
This year, in my opinion, is one of those years that you can see things lining up for an opportunity.  How 
many folks will cash in on this opportunity?  What is that opportunity?  I am not a big fan of creep feeding 
as a blanket recommendation in most years.  Excessively conditioning replacement heifers, inducing 
acidosis and foundering calves, and getting feeders too fleshy are a few of these issues that make some 
swear off creep feeding. 
 
However, with proper management, creep feeding can be an effective way of putting on pounds pre-
weaning.  As we think about creep feeding, increased pounds at weaning does not necessarily result in a 
direct increase in profitability.  Feed costs, price slide, equipment investment, and labor are inputs that 
should be accounted for to more accurately look at the potential increase in profit.  In general, creep 



 
 

feeding is profitable if feed costs are low and feeder calf prices are high.  Look familiar?  This is a year 
that proper creep management should allow for a nice return if things stay near the range they are 
currently.  In general, creep feeding should be provided for at least the last 60-days before weaning.  Now 
is the time we should be considering to creep those calves to be weaned in November. 
 
Creep feed utilization is optimized at lower rates of supplementation.  Partial feed conversions tend to be 
better when supplement rates are near the 0.5-0.75% of body weight on a dry matter basis while intakes in 
the 1.5% of body weight range are less efficient.  Technologies that limit intake of creep can improve feed 
conversion.  The cost of this technology must be considered to ensure that an acceptable profit margin 
exists.  Salt has long been used as an intake limiter, but it is corrosive to metal and over time will rust out 
feeders.  However, poly-lined feeders or the use of poly-mineral feeders can be utilized to supply creep 
overcoming this issue.  New feed technologies are also effective in limiting intake and can be implemented 
in creep mixtures to control intakes to improve efficiency of gains. 
 
Creep feeds are generally higher in crude protein to overcome protein limitations in the forage being 
consumed.  Young calves are in a lean phase of growth and supplementing marginal forage can improve 
calf performance.  Often creep feeds will be at least 14% crude protein with some approaching 25% for 
lower targeted intakes.  The protein level should be a function of the expected intake while balancing the 
protein supply from milk and forage to the calves needs.  With ample forage regrowth this fall in the upper 
Southeast, energy supplementation is needed more so than protein for many operations.  Therefore, a 14-
18% crude protein range would be acceptable in creep feeds to compliment available pasture forages. 
 
With the availability of low-starch coproduct feeds, the risk of acidosis is much less when feeding these 
coproducts compared to grain-based, high starch creep supplements.  However, a mixture of grains and 
coproducts can be used.  Frankly, there is not a single creep feed mixture that is the best for every 
situation.  The composition of the forage, predicted or desired creep supplement intake, and the 
requirement of the calves needs to be factored in when designing a creep supplement.  Also, don’t 
overlook the possibility of creep grazing as it can be a cost effective strategy to add some inexpensive 
gains. 
 
Below are a few basic considerations when putting together a creep supplement and managing the feeder. 
 

 Keep the fines and dust to a minimum 
 Consider feedstuffs and if they will lead to sorting/settling that may lead to inconsistent intakes and 

nutrient balance 
 Avoid adding excessive moisture (i.e. liquid molasses or ear corn that is not dry) as it can lead to 

caking in feeders 
 Avoid non-protein nitrogen sources 
 Avoid excessive roughage products such as cottonseed hulls that could cause bridging and 

separation 
 When starting to creep, limit the amount placed in feeder and monitor it frequently 
 During humid weather, consider more frequent filling to avoid caking 
 Keep feeders on a high traffic use pad or concrete to avoid muddy conditions around feeder 

 



 
 

The moon and stars have aligned to present an opportunity this year to capture some added value.  Contact 
your county extension office and / or nutritionist to obtain additional information on creep feeding your 
calves this fall and take advantage of this opportunity. 
 


