
Kentucky State 4-H Horse Show Regulations 

 
1. Only 4-H members can ride their project horses/ponies during the show and on show grounds.  This means 

that parents, trainers, any other adults or other 4-Her’s are NOT allowed to school (riding or driving) any 

horse at the State 4-H Horse Show.  If the 4-Her’s project horse is seen being schooled by anyone but the 4-

Her, show management should be informed immediately and the 4-Her will be at risk for disqualification. 

There will be no assistance to the 4-H member and his or her horse/pony by any groom, attendant or any 

other individual while the 4-H member is competing in the ring, under penalty of elimination at the 

discretion of the judge and/or 4-H Horse Show Management.   

 

2. Due to safety concerns, adults will be allowed to assist youth in lunging horses at the District and/or State 

4-H Horse Show with the 4-Her present. 

 

3. Horses ALWAYS have the right of way (against ATV’s, bicycles, golf-carts, mopeds, etc.), which might 

scare horses.  At the same time, please be cautious when riding or leading horses for motorist that may not 

comply with this rule.    

 

4. NO alcoholic beverages are allowed on the State 4-H Horse Show grounds. 

 

5. When a contestant is called off-course by the judge or contest steward, he or she must exit the arena 

immediately if the class rules call for it.  If the contestant does not leave in that situation, he or she will be 

disqualified from the rest of the show. 

 

6. 4-H members must be courteous to others and humane to horses at all times while on show grounds, or they 

will be asked to leave.   

 

7. Because of animal welfare concerns and the image that 4-H wants to present to the public, horses, ponies 

and/or mules with a body condition score of less than a 4 (ribs easily discernible, tops of spinous process 

easily discernible, tailhead prominent with hook bones easily discernible, withers accentuated, and neck 

obviously thin) shall not be allowed at 4-H horse shows at any 4-H horse program activities, including 

Horse Camps, and District and State shows.  The show manager and/or the judge can dismiss a horse from 

any 4-H Horse sponsored activities for these reasons.   

 

8. Unruly horses will be excused from the show arena or warm up areas at any time if the judge or show 

management considers the safety of the contestant or of other individuals and/or horses to be in danger. 

 

9. Courtesy in the barn area is expected at all times (radio, loud talking after hours, water fights or playing, 

vehicles, etc.). 

 

10. 4-H members are only allowed to ride horses in designated areas.  This is limited to Broadbent Arena and 

the Covered Arena as well as Stopher Walk. 

 

11. When an exhibitor, parent, legal guardian, leader and/or agent is guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct, the 

show superintendent may suspend the person’s right to participate in future classes and/or 4-H Horse 

Shows.    

 

12. No judge may be approached by an exhibitor, parent, Extension Agent or 4-H leader without first obtaining 

permission of the show staff. 

 

14.  Proper footwear must be worn at all times while mounted, leading, and/or working with horses.  

 

13. CONTESTANTS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR AN APPROVED ASTM-SEI EQUESTRIAN HELMET 

AT ALL TIMES WHEN RIDING.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 


