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Timely Tips 
Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Spring-calving herds 
 

 If you have already done a preweaning working, revaccinate (booster) calves as needed.  Treat 
calves for internal and external parasites.  If you vaccinate calves yourself, be sure to store, handle 
and administer vaccines properly.  

 Schedule a pregnancy examination of cows if not done previously.  Winter feeding costs can be 
minimized by eliminating open cows prior to winterfeeding.   

 Wean calves before cows lose body condition. 
 Obtain weaning weights of your calves and enter Weaning is the time to do your first round of 

culling and selecting breeding stock.  You can eliminate obviously inferior calves, especially those 
with wild or nervous dispositions.  Consider the number of heifers that you will need to save for 
your cow herd.  Bulls which are old, unsound, roguish, etc. can be culled now.  It is not too early to 
begin thinking about replacements now.  

 This in a record keeping program.  Keep good records and treat your cow-calf operation like a 
business. 

 Evaluate the body condition of your cows and improve their condition prior to winter.   
 
Fall-calving herds 
 

 Obtain yearling measurements (weight, hip height, scrotal circumference, etc.) on replacement 
animals - especially for registered ones, check pelvic areas, too. 

 The calving season should be in full swing for fall calvers.  Check cows frequently.  Identify calves 
and commercial males should be castrated and implanted. 

 It is time to get everything ready for the fall-breeding season, too.  Line-up semen, supplies, etc. 
now and get your bulls ready to go (don’t forget their breeding soundness evaluation).   

 Put fall-calving cows on accumulated pasture (if you have any) before the breeding season. 
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Stockers 
 

 If you are purchasing weaned/stressed calves, have your receiving/feeding program in place.  Feed 
a stress ration which contains at least 13% protein and is fairly energy dense. 

 Manage to keep newly weaned and/or purchased calves healthy.  Calves should be penned in a 
small lot with adequate feed, water and shade to reduce stress.  Careful handling and comfortable, 
uncrowded conditions can decrease stress. 

 When newly-weaned calves are purchased in the fall, sickness and death loss can be a big problem.  
Work with your veterinarian on a health and receiving program.  Consider purchasing CPH-45 
feeder calves which are preweaned, vaccinated, bunk-adjusted and treated for parasites. 

 Watch calves closely for a few weeks after their arrival. Have a treatment program ready for any 
health problems.  Early recognition of sick cattle improves their chance of recovery.  Watch for 
drooped ears, hollow appearance, reluctance to rise, stiff gait, coughing and dull or sunken eyes.  A 
good “receiving” program is essential to profitability. 

 
General Reminders 
 

 Test hay quality and make inventory of hay supplies and needs.  Make adjustments now - buy feed 
before you run out in the winter. 

 Take soil samples for soil analysis to determine pasture fertility needs.  Apply phosphate, potash 
and lime accordingly. 

 Avoid prussic acid poisoning which can happen when frosts rupture the plant cells in sorghums, 
sorghum-sudan hybrids, sudangrass and johnsongrass releasing prussic (hydrocyanic) acid.  Fields 
can be grazed after the plants have dried up after a frost.  New growth that occurs in stalk fields is 
potentially dangerous whether frosted or not.   

 Do not harvest or graze alfalfa now in order for it to replenish root reserves.   
 Remove fly-control eartags from all animals, dispose of according to instructions on package.  

Treat for grubs/lice. 
 
“We’re drinking from the saucer…” 
Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
My grandparents’ generation used to “saucer” their coffee to cool it.  In fact, many tea drinkers did the 
same thing.  They didn’t use a mug like I do.  They poured some of their “piping hot” coffee from the cup 
into a saucer, swirled it around, savored the aroma and drank it down. 
 
That practice later became symbolic of “good times” or of “counting your blessings” when someone 
coined the phrase “I’m drinking from my saucer ‘cause my cup has overflowed.”  We in the cattle business 
don’t like to talk too much about our recent “run” of good luck (prices) for fear that we might jinx things, 
but our cup has indeed overflowed.  Cow-calf producers are in the best position that we’ve ever been in 
and it appears that it should last for a while. 
 
Let’s “saucer the coffee”.  In other words, take time to smell the aroma and enjoy where we are at this 
point in time.  We’ve almost been guilty of “panic selling” because we are afraid that the good times won’t 
last.  Relax.  I don’t see anything that’s going to cause prices to collapse in the near future. 
 



 
 

A cattleman recently told me that he usually preconditions his calves but sold them this year at weaning to 
take advantage of the good prices.  You can make money either way, by selling or retaining ownership, but 
we haven’t had many opportunities to put extra weight on calves at these prices.  Go ahead and maximize 
your returns.  Folks that are buying expensive calves will want some assurance that calves have been 
properly immunized and managed - so that they have an edge on survival.  The Kentucky CPH feeder calf 
program provides that assurance. 
 
Some other considerations to maximize income involve reproductive performance.  We need to get the 
cows pregnant and try to save every calf!  This is no time to come up short on your feeding and 
management programs.  There is too much at stake.  Feed costs might even be falling a little – at least it 
seems that corn will be cheaper this fall.  Keep those cows in proper condition for good breeding 
efficiency.  Provide a watchful eye during your calving season – be there and save those calves.  Whatever 
it takes! 
 
Having a live calf is the most important thing that the cows will do.  So what does that tell you about the 
bulls?  Select those that are reasonable calving ease prospects for the cows/heifers on which they will be 
used.  Be sure that heifers are properly developed and bred to calving-ease bulls.  This is no time for a 
“train wreck”. 
 
This coming winter will be a very important time for your cattle operation.  There’s no excuse for 
“roughing” cattle through and hoping that the next calving and breeding seasons will work out okay.  Take 
good care of your animals to ensure that your cow herd performs at the optimum level.  Losing a cow or 
calf is not only painful but represents a huge loss. 
 
This is also a good time to cull some cows.  Prices are good and if a cow isn’t going to raise a calf, sell it.  
However, if you have open cows at weaning, you might consider holding them a while after weaning, and 
feeding them to put on extra weight before you move them.  They can gain a lot of weight in a short period 
of time. 
 
Cattle numbers are down and it will take some time for them to recover.  Don’t keep waiting for someone 
to pull the proverbial rug from under your feet.  Capitalize on what we have now.  It is a good time to 
make some needed capital improvements on your farm.  And remember, provide good care for your 
cows…and take time to smell the coffee! 
 
Recognizing Anaplasmosis 
Dr. Michelle Arnold, UK Ruminant Extension Veterinarian 
 
Anaplasmosis is an unusual disease that is occuring with increasing frequency in the late summer and early 
autumn throughout Kentucky.  The problem organism, Anaplasma marginale, lives in red blood cells of 
cattle but it ultimately depends on ticks for its survival.  Ticks (Dermacentor spp.) are “biological vectors” 
that can transmit the organism through their saliva to uninfected cattle.  A. marginale can survive and 
multiply within the tick for at least a year.  The disease consistently occurs in the southern, southeastern 
and northwestern regions of the United States where ticks survive year round but, because of interstate 
movement of cattle, the disease has now been reported in all 48 contiguous states. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Anaplasma marginale as seen on the margin of red blood cells. 

Anaplasma organisms can also be 
spread mechanically by any transfer 
of blood such as biting insects 
(mosquitoes, horse flies, stable flies, 
midges) and blood contaminated 
instruments such as needles, 
dehorners, ear taggers, castration 
tools, and implant guns.  
Transmission from cow to calf 
during pregnancy in the 2nd and 3rd 
trimesters has been recognized that 
can lead to abortion or birth of a calf 
already infected with the organism 
for life.  
 
Disease Recognition:  The affected 
red blood cells are removed from 
circulation by the spleen, resulting in 
a very low red blood cell count 
(anemia) and consequently not 
enough oxygen is carried to tissues 

and vital organs.  Once characteristic clinical signs of anemia appear, they may last 4-9 days. Signs are 
age-related; cattle less than 6 months old usually show no symptoms, those 6 months-3 years old are 
increasingly ill, and mature animals 3 years old and older have a 30-50% death rate if untreated.  A typical 
case history usually describes a mature cow, off feed, off to themselves, weak and losing weight. Often 
these animals are aggressive when approached in the field, due to the lack of oxygen reaching the brain.   
 
Clinical signs of anaplasmosis are as follows: 
 

a. Lethargy/Weakness/Lags behind herd (May fall and be unable to stand) 
b. Off feed/No cud chewing/Weight Loss 
c. May show aggressive behavior due to lack of oxygen to the brain 
d. Staggering/Collapse/“Sudden death” in advanced cases 
e. Fever (104-107 °F) and increased heart and respiratory rate-often mistaken for pneumonia 
f. Pale around eyes, muzzle, and/or teats due to anemia 
g. Watery thin blood that resembles Kool-aid (causes increased heart and respiratory rate) 
h. Yellow mucous membranes by day 2-3  
i. Constipation/Dehydration 
j. Dramatic drop in milk production in lactating cow 
k. If survives the acute stage, reproductive disorders often occur:  abortion in cow/infertility in 

bull 
l. Animals that recover remain carriers for the rest of their lives but no clinical signs are 

associated with this lifelong persistent infection. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Characteristic yellow color (jaundice) due to rupture of red blood cells 
 
Diagnosis of clinical cases is based on history (including geographic region and time of year), clinical 
signs, blood test results and abnormalities found at necropsy.  The blood test (serum cELISA) is very 
reliable but cannot detect very early cases during the initial 3-6 week incubation period.  Carriers will 
always test positive for anaplasmosis therefore a positive blood test does not always mean it is the actual 
cause of disease or death.             
 
Treatment of clinical cases with injectable tetracycline is essential if the cow is showing signs of the 
disease.  Oxytetracycline is formally approved for treatment but only under the direction of a licensed 
veterinarian.  Animals showing clinical signs of disease require a long-acting injectable tetracycline such 
as LA-200®, Tetradure™ or Noromycin™ 300 LA.  Exercise caution when forcing an infected animal to 
move as aggressive behavior and/or quick death may result from lack of oxygen. It is also recommended to 
feed chlortetracycline (CTC) at the anaplasmosis control dose of 2 mg per pound of body weight per day at 
least through the vector (fly and tick) season to maintain high enough blood levels to continue effectively 
treating the animal and others in the herd that may be infected. Appropriate milk and meat withholding 
must be observed.  No treatment can clear the organism from all infected carriers. Work with your 
veterinarian for guidance in diagnosis, treatment, and control measures.   
 
Control and management strategies are based on the geographic area in question and the producer’s goals.  
In areas where the disease is common such as the South, the goal of control programs is to keep animals 
healthy when they are exposed to the organism until adequate immunity is achieved. A conditionally 
licensed killed vaccine is available to veterinarians in several states (including Kentucky) to help prevent 



 
 

the clinical disease from occurring.  The manufacturer recommends administering the vaccine to all bred 
heifers and young bulls that will be at least 14 months old by October.  Initially two doses are required 
given 4 weeks apart with an annual booster.  The vaccine may also be given in the face of an outbreak but 
the two doses are given 3 weeks apart in this instance.  Vaccination will not prevent an animal from 
becoming infected; instead, it helps prime the immune system to respond more quickly to the organism 
and prevent the severe anemia and possible death of the animal. 
 
The UK Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and Breathitt Veterinary Center offer the cELISA test on serum 
to detect infection and active carriers.  Your veterinarian can collect blood in a red top tube and remove the 
serum by spinning the collection tube down and transferring the serum (straw-colored fluid) to a labeled 
transfer tube.  Specimens should be transported to the lab as soon as possible after collection (overnight 
ship with cold packs).   It is also recommended that a blood sample (purple top tube) be submitted for a 
complete blood count (CBC) with differential in order to identify A. marginale in the red cells and to 
assess the degree of anemia.  Necropsy of suspicious cases is encouraged to definitively identify the cause 
of death.  Visit the following laboratory web sites for additional information: BVC at 
https://breathitt.murraystate.edu and UKVDL at http://vdl.uky.edu  
 
Kentucky Beef Cattle Market Update 
Dr. Kenny Burdine, Livestock Marketing Specialist, University of Kentucky 
 
It is hard to find words to describe the strength of the feeder cattle market that we are currently 
experiencing.  At the time of this writing, fall feeder cattle futures were in the low $240’s, with summer 
contracts in the mid-$230’s.  While the price levels are unprecedented, the drivers are the same one that we 
have watched for years – fed cattle and corn prices. 
 
Fed cattle markets made their lows in early summer, which is the usual seasonal pattern.  However, they 
have increased by $10 -$20 per cwt since then, when the typical seasonal pattern would have them going 
back to about their spring levels.  We have seen roughly this same increase in spring live cattle futures, 
which are the driving force behind feeder cattle prices this fall.  Another factor that hasn’t gotten as much 
attention has been the very strong value of the hide and offal during 2014.  The graph below depicts this 
price level as compared to 2013 and the five year period 2008-2012.  In addition to boxed beef, hide and 
offal represent an income stream for packers and also get bid back into feeder cattle prices. 
 



 
 

 
Source: Livestock Marketing Information Center, data from USDA-AMS 

 
Secondly, this increase in live cattle prices has continued to be accompanied by decreasing corn prices.  
The expected size of the 2014 corn crop has continued to grow with the September estimate at 14.4 billion 
bushels.  New crop corn prices have moved from the low $5’s this spring to the low-mid $3’s this fall.  
The combination of stronger fed cattle markets and cheaper corn have added strength to a feeder cattle 
market that was already being driven by tight supplies. 
 
Something else that bears watching this fall is cow slaughter.  We discussed this briefly a couple months 
ago when we broke down the mid-year cattle inventory estimates, but I thought it might be worth revisiting 
as the basic trend has continued since then.   Through the end of August, cow slaughter is down by more 
than 500,000 head (see chart below).  If this trend continues, it has potential to impact the size of the 2015 
calf crop as much as anything else.  It is also not surprising that heifer slaughter is also down.  While the 
USDA mid-year report did not indicate much in the way of heifer retention, I do think there are some signs 
that we may be in the early stages of herd expansion. 
 

 
Source: Livestock Marketing Information Center, data from USDA-AMS and USDA-NASS 


