
LIFE CYCLE OF A CHICKEN
Adults produce offspring. For chickens, like all birds, the HEN and ROOSTER 
mate so that the hen can lay FERTILE EGGS. The hen then sits on the eggs 
to INCUBATE them or the eggs can be placed into a mechanical incubator 
for artificial incubation. During INCUBATION, the chick EMBRYO in the egg 
develops. After 21 days of incubation, the chicks HATCH out. These chicks will 
grow into adults and the LIFE CYCLE will continue.

Instructions: Place the correct letters in the appropriate boxes
ADULTS MATE

HEN LAYS 
FERTILE EGGS

HEN INCUBATES 
FERTILE EGGS

CHICKS 
HATCH OUT

CHICKS 
GROW UP

A B C

D
E

Which picture 
goes with which 
stage in the 
chicken life 
cycle?
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